To You, My Lady








Wonderfully fashioned 


Lovingly formed by God on the day He created Adam and Eve 


Her role is honorable


At the side of every great man stands a great woman


Precious to God’s heart


He calls, “You who dwell in the gardens, let Me hear your voice!”


Her position is exalted


Generations are raised at her knee and bless her








King Solomon describes a woman with the most honorable of qualities. Here is the beautiful portrait of all that a woman can be:





Who can find a virtuous wife? For her worth is far above rubies.  The heart of her husband safely trusts her; so he will have no lack of gain. She does him good and not evil all the days of her life. She seeks wool and flax, and willingly works with her hands.  She is like the merchant ships, she brings her food from afar.  She also rises while it is still night, and provides food for her household, and a portion for her maidservants. She considers a field and buys it; from her profits she plants a vineyard. She girds herself with strength, and strengthens her arms. She perceives that her merchandise is good, and her lamp does not go out by night. She stretches out her hands to the distaff, and her hand holds the spindle. She extends her hand to the poor, yes, she reaches out her hands to the needy. She is not afraid of snow for her household, for all her household is clothed with scarlet. She makes tapestry for herself; her clothing is fine linen and purple. Her husband is known in the gates, when he sits among the elders of the land. She makes linen garments and sells them, and supplies sashes for the merchants. Strength and honor are her clothing; she shall rejoice in time to come.  She opens her mouth with wisdom, and on her tongue is the law of kindness.  She watches over the ways of her household, and does not eat the bread of idleness. Her children rise up and call her blessed; her husband also, and he praises her: “Many daughters have done well, but you excel them all.” Charm is deceitful and beauty is passing, but a woman who fears the Lord, she shall be praised. Give her the fruit of her hands, and let her own works praise her in the gates.  Proverbs31:10-31�
Shattered Dreams





A young woman dreams of a beautiful life. One day she will meet the perfect man, who will take her into his home, and she will live with him happily every after. She will be secure, and her children will fill the house with joy and happiness. She looks ahead to this life with anticipation, her thoughts weaving the dream as a tapestry of love. Then suddenly the light of the sun bursts in on her, and she awakens from her dream to find herself in a house of strife and conflict. She discovers that the man of her dream is another person entirely, and all her hopes and expectations are shattered. The tapestry is torn to shreds. Instead of love, there is hate, and the dream is only a mirage. The love story is over before it ever really begins, but the struggles of life have only just begun.








The realities of life for many women today are heartbreaking. Seldom do they close their eyes at night in quietness and peace. Their condition is exactly the opposite of what God intended for His daughters. The pain and strife they live with are a terrible distortion of the beautiful picture God first painted for the home—a place of peace and security, full of the joys of life. God’s character and His plan have not changed, but we have distorted the true picture as we have tried to carry out that plan without fully understanding the character and the ways of God.





What happened, I wonder?  My dear lady, let us look together at the place of the woman in this world, and see what we might learn. Her pain and suffering throughout history have been great, and so it is still today for women in many parts of the world, particularly in our Arab countries, where religious teachings often hold little regard for the value of human life.





Whether we acknowledge or deny it, the woman is the backbone not only for the family, but for the whole of society. You, dear lady,  play an important part in God’s plan, and are immeasurably valuable to Him. God’s plan is to bless you, and to make you a blessing to your husband and your children, so they might be raised up to take their own rightful place in this world as well.








�
The Woman God Created





My dear lady, let us walk together through the Word of God and learn how woman came to be, and try to understand the position she had before God from the beginning.





Genesis 2:18  And the Lord God said, “It is not good that man should be alone; I will make him a helper comparable to him.”





Genesis 2:21-23  And the Lord God caused a deep sleep to fall on Adam, and he slept; and He took one of his ribs, and closed up the flesh in its place. Then the rib which the Lord God had taken from man He made into a woman, and He brought her to the man. And Adam said: “This is now bone of my bones and flesh of my flesh; she shall be called Woman, because she was taken out of man.” 





God said in the Bible that it was not good for man to be alone and He would make “a helper comparable to him.” The word comparable means “like him.” God created the animals and all creatures and placed them under Adam’s dominion, “but for Adam was not found a helper comparable to him.” Genesis 2:19-20  He made the woman, who would be like him but unique. We should note that God did not create the woman from the head of the man so she would be above him, nor from his feet, so that she would be despised, but she was taken from his side, to be at the same level before God.





What is the meaning of “helper”? To understand her character and responsibilities, let us go to the root of the word in Arabic, “to help.”  In the Arabic Knowledge and Linguistic Dictionary, “helper” can also mean “savior, healer, sustainer, corrector, worker, or companion, especially a wife.”  Often we describe a helper as one’s “right hand,” a description of strength and might. It is the right hand that man works with, eats with, leans on, greets with, writes with, and employs for countless other activities.





Let us then summarize the characteristics of this woman that God created. First, she is comparable to man, meaning she is at the same level, and not lower in value. Second, she is created fit and able to help. She is able to bear the pain and suffering that are the consequences of her role as helper. She has the capacity to share the joys and sufferings of others, and to carry the responsibilities of life. Third, the helper completes the one she helps; that is, she carries on the work of her partner when he is not able to continue, and is instrumental in transferring his work to the shoulders of the next generation.








�
A Woman’s Sorrows





We have seen that when God created man, woman was formed as a precious gift to him, to be his helper. How did this picture change? We will see more as the story unfolds in God’s Holy Book, and we will learn the reasons for the corruption of this perfect plan.








The Fall of Mankind





Genesis 3:1-7 Now the serpent was more cunning than any beast of the field which the Lord God had made. And he said to the woman, “Has God indeed said, ‘You shall not eat of every tree of the garden’?” And the woman said to the serpent, “We may eat the fruit of the trees of the garden; but of the fruit of the tree which is in the midst of the garden, God has said, “You shall not eat it, nor shall you touch it, lest you die.’”  Then the serpent said to the woman, “You will not surely die. For God knows that in the day you eat of it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil.” So when the woman saw that the tree was good for food, that it was pleasant to the eyes, and a tree desirable to make one wise, she took of its fruit and ate. She also gave to her husband with her, and he ate. Then the eyes of both of them were opened, and they knew that they were naked; and they sewed fig leaves together and made themselves coverings.





The consequence of Adam and Eve’s rebellion was that God put them out of the garden, and His word to them detailed the punishment they would suffer. God’s judgment fell upon the serpent also, and it was cursed more than any beast.





Genesis 3:16  To the woman He said, “I will greatly multiply your sorrows and your conception; in pain you shall bring forth children; your desire shall be for your husband, and he shall rule over you.”





Here we find the beginning of man’s excuse for domination over woman, ignoring the fact that he himself came under punishment. The divine court also put forth the following judgment:





Genesis 3:17-19  Then to Adam He said, “Because you have heeded the voice of your wife, and have eaten from the tree of which I commanded you, saying, ‘You shall not eat of it,’ cursed is the ground for your sake; in toil you shall eat of it all the days of your life. Both thorns and thistles it shall bring forth for you, and you shall eat the herb of the field. In the sweat of your face you shall eat bread till you return to the ground, for out of it you were taken; for dust you are, and to dust you shall return.”





They were equally held responsible, and were punished for trespassing the commandment of God.  God’s righteousness required such a penalty, but let us see how great His love is, in that He already had a plan to redeem what sin had spoiled.  First, He clothed them, for the coverings made with their own hands were not adequate. We will talk more about these coverings later.





Genesis 3:21  Also for Adam and his wife the Lord God made tunics of skin, and clothed them.  





We find also that God commanded the man to treat his wife well, giving him specific commandments regarding this relationship. God’s intent was that the man’s “rule” was to be with love and tender compassion.








God’s Commandments for Marriage





1 Corinthians 7:2-5  Let each man have his own wife, and let each woman have her own husband.  Let the husband render to his wife the affection due her, and likewise also the wife to her husband. The wife does not have authority over her own body, but the husband does. And likewise the husband does not have authority over his own body, but the wife does. Do not deprive one another except with consent for a time, that you may give yourselves to fasting and prayer; and come together again so that Satan does not tempt you because of your lack of self-control. 





1 Corinthians 11:11-12 Nevertheless, neither is man independent of woman, nor woman independent of man, in the Lord. For as woman came from man, even so man also comes through woman; but all things are from God.





Ephesians 5:25  Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ also loved the church and gave Himself for her.





Ephesians 5:28  So husbands ought to love their own wives as their own bodies; he who loves his wife loves himself.





Ephesians 5:31, 33  For this reason a man shall leave his father and mother and be joined to his wife, and the two shall become one flesh… Let each one of you in particular so love his own wife as himself, and let the wife see that she respects her husband. 





1 Timothy 2:8-10  I desire therefore that the men pray everywhere, lifting up holy hands, without wrath and doubting; in like manner also, that the women adorn themselves in modest apparel, with propriety and moderation, not with braided hair or gold or pearls or costly clothing, but, which is proper for women professing godliness, with good works. 





1 Timothy 5:3-8  Honor widows who are really widows. But if any widow has children or grandchildren, let them first learn to show piety at home and to repay their parents; for this is good and acceptable before God. Now she who is really a widow, and left alone, trusts in God and continues in supplications and prayers night and day. But she who lives in pleasure is dead while she lives. And these things command, that they may be blameless. But if anyone does not provide for his own, and especially for those of his household, he has denied the faith and is worse than an unbeliever.





This is how God has laid out the path for a man to show him how he should treat the woman with honor and affection as his helper, because she was created in the same image as he. In turn, her respect and affection for him, with modesty and good works, will help her work with him to build a strong marriage and home. 








�
A Woman’s Needs





We find that God has provided for the deepest needs of the woman through her relationship with Him and with her husband. Spiritually, she needs peace within her heart and the hope of eternal security. Physically and emotionally, she needs a life companion who will provide for her a home and a secure relationship. She also yearns for the fulfillment of bearing children and being a mother. The woman is God’s channel for multiplying and has a powerful role in raising the generation to come. There is no greater joy for a woman because it is a blessing from God.





Genesis 1:27-28  So God created man in His own image; in the image of God He created him; male and female He created them. Then God blessed them, and God said to them, “Be fruitful and multiply; fill the earth and subdue it; have dominion over the fish of the sea, over the birds of the air, and over every living thing that moves on the earth.”





Genesis 3:20  And Adam called his wife’s name Eve (“life, or living”), because she was the mother of all living.








A Good Man 





There are many men in the Bible who provide an example of how God intended for husbands to honor and care for their wives. A good example is Joseph. The Bible calls him, “Joseph, the man of Mary.” He and Mary were engaged, and when she was found pregnant, he did not accuse her or send her away immediately. He quietly considered how he should respond, and listened when the angel of the Lord spoke to him:





Matthew 1:18-24  Now the birth of Jesus Christ was as follows: After His mother Mary was betrothed to Joseph, before they came together, she was found with child of the Holy Spirit. Then Joseph her husband, being a just man, and not wanting to make her a public example, was minded to put her away secretly. But while he thought about these things, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream, saying, “Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take to you Mary your wife, for that which is conceived in her is of the Holy Spirit. And she will bring forth a Son, and you shall call His name Jesus, for He will save His people from their sins.” So all this was done that it might be fulfilled which was spoken by the Lord through the prophet, saying: “Behold, the virgin shall be with child, and bear a Son, and they shall call His name Immanuel, “ which is translated, “God with us.” Then Joseph, being aroused from sleep, did as the angel of the Lord commanded him and took to him his wife, and did not know her till she had brought forth her firstborn Son. And he called His name Jesus.





We see that Joseph was patient and wise, not being hasty in making a decision. He trusted God and stood by Mary, supporting and caring for her in obedience to God. 





�
The Greatest Example





We can find in the Bible the perfect example of how women should be treated. Through His various encounters with women, Jesus demonstrated how God wanted women to be honored and cared for. My dear lady, let me show you some of Jesus’ great acts of love which were recorded in the Bible so we can learn their great lessons for our own lives.





The Adulterous Woman





We can start with this famous story of a woman caught in adultery. The Jews intended to stone her according to their laws; but first they brought her to Christ. They wanted to test Him and see what His judgment would be, because he always taught about love and forgiveness. How far would his forgiveness extend?





John 8:2-11  Now early in the morning He came again into the temple, and all the people came to Him; and He sat down and taught them. Then the scribes and Pharisees brought to Him a woman caught in adultery. And when they had set her in the midst, they said to Him, “Teacher, this woman was caught in adultery, in the very act.  Now Moses, in the law, commanded us that such should be stoned. But what do you say?” This they said, testing Him, that they might have something of which to accuse Him. But Jesus stooped down and wrote on the ground with His finger, as though He did not hear. So when they continued asking Him, He raised Himself up and said to them, “He who is without sin among you, let him throw a stone at her first.” And again He stooped down and wrote on the ground. Then those who heard it, being convicted by their conscience, went out one by one, beginning with the oldest even to the last one. And Jesus was left alone, and the woman standing in the midst. When Jesus had raised Himself up and saw no one but the woman, He said to her, “Woman, where are those accusers of yours? Has no one condemned you?” She said, “No one, Lord.” And Jesus said to her, “Neither do I condemn you; go and sin no more.” 





I wonder about these men, bringing this woman for judgment without also bringing the man with whom she had committed this terrible act. It shows their hypocrisy and cruelty. It is sad to say that many men today walk in the same hypocrisy—holding only the woman guilty when there has been adultery and fornication, while the man is held guiltless. Man is apparently infallible when it comes to such shameful acts.  Jesus wanted to teach those men an unforgettable lesson, when He said, “He who is without sin among you, let him throw a stone at her first.”  Perhaps He was writing their sins on the ground, because He knows everything about man, for He is all-knowing.  Or maybe He was writing the commandments of God regarding love, forgiveness, purity, and the requirements of the law for obedience to these commandments. 





I believe deeply that women have many rights, being equal before God with men. The most important of these rights is to have access to knowledge of the word of God and to know the commandments and teachings concerning spiritual matters that God has appointed for all people. Although some think that woman does not have the right to know, or even ask a question, about spiritual matters, how does this make sense? Many men do not know the first thing about spiritual matters, although they like to give the appearance that they have knowledge. Both men and women, however, must answer to God. Moreover, a woman must be able to teach her sons and daughters the ways of truth, leading them away from false teaching and empty superstitions. Therefore, I exhort you, my dear lady, to study and search out these most important truths. This can only be accomplished by studying the Word of God, the Bible, and taking hold of His teachings for yourself.  The prophet Hosea said, “My people are destroyed for lack of knowledge.” Hosea 4:6.








The Sanctity of Marriage





Marriage in Christianity is a contract between two parties, sealed and notarized with the seal of God. It is a powerful bond that is not to be broken or abolished for some selfish whim or fancy, or ended suddenly in the heat of a crisis. 





 “Marriage is honorable among all, and the bed undefiled.” Hebrews  13:4  A wife, in the eyes of Christ, is a holy being. She is not for sale or purchase. Nor is she to be swapped for another wife upon a simple word from the mouth of the husband in one of his many moments of anger. To be sure, we know the pressures of life are a heavy weight upon him. But such a rash act as to put away his wife in his fit of anger is totally wrong, and goes against the justice and righteousness of heaven. It is tragic that certain religious teachings have given this power to man, without right, because they do not acknowledge the sanctity of the woman and the honor due her. Such practices are rejected by civilized nations.





The great error of these doctrines has resulted in a deep void in the marriage relationship. A continuous struggle is wrought between the man, who is holding to an authority that was given to him unjustly, and the woman, who is searching for a place in her husband’s heart, surrounded by a family and society that does not even acknowledge her humanity. She cries from her heart, “I need an answer!”      





We cry with her and wonder, what is the remedy for such a deep gulf between a husband and wife? How can God’s perfect plan be restored?  To put things in their right order, we will deal with this question in the last chapter, and see that there is a path to restoration.  First, let us continue with Christ’s teachings about marriage and make note of some of His other interactions with women.








Marriage and Divorce





Matthew 19:3-9  The Pharisees also came to Him, testing Him, and saying to Him, “Is it lawful for a man to divorce his wife for any reason?”  And He answered and said to them, “Have you not read that He who made them at the beginning ‘made them male and female,’ and said, ‘For this reason a man shall leave his father and mother and be joined to his wife, and the two shall become one flesh’? So then, they are no longer two but one flesh. Therefore what God has joined together, let not man separate.” They said to Him, “Why then did Moses command to give a certificate of divorce, and to put her away?” He said to them, “Moses, because of the hardness of your hearts, permitted you to divorce your wives, but from the beginning it was not so. And I say to you, whoever divorces his wife, except for sexual immorality, and marries another, commits adultery; and whoever marries her who is divorced commits adultery.”








Adultery





Matthew 5:27-28  “You have heard that it was said to those of old, ‘You shall not commit adultery.’ But I say to you that whoever looks at a woman to lust for her has already committed adultery with her in his heart.”








Woman Healed of Bleeding





Mark 5:25-29, 33-34  Now a certain woman had a flow of blood for twelve years, and had suffered many things from many physicians. She had spent all that she had and was no better, but rather grew worse. When she heard about Jesus, she came behind Him in the crowd and touched His garment. For she said, “If only I may touch His clothes, I shall be made well.” Immediately the fountain of her blood was dried up, and she felt in her body that she was healed of the affliction. … The woman, fearing and trembling, knowing what had happened to her, came and fell down before Him and told Him the whole truth. And He said to her, “Daughter, your faith has made you well. Go in peace, and be healed of your affliction.”








Queen of Sheba (Yemen)





Matthew 12:42  “The Queen of the South will rise up in the judgment with this generation and condemn it, for she came from the ends of the earth to hear the wisdom of Solomon…”





Christ apparently did not oppose that a woman was such a great leader, and He exalted her for her search for wisdom.








Healing of a Canaanite Girl





Matthew 15:21-22, 28  And Jesus went out from there and departed to the region of Tyre and Sidon. And behold, a woman of Canaan (Phoenicia/Syria) came from that region and cried out to Him, saying, “Have mercy on me, O Lord, Son of David! My daughter is severely demon-possessed.” …Jesus answered and said to her, “O woman, great is your faith! Let it be to you as you desire.” And her daughter was healed from that very hour.





Healing of Simon Peter’s Mother-in-Law





Luke 4:38-39  Now He arose from the synagogue and entered Simon’s house. But Simon’s wife’s mother was sick with a high fever, and they made request of Him concerning her. So He stood over her and rebuked the fever, and it left her. And immediately she arose and served them.








Raising the Dead Son of a Widow





Luke 7:12-15  And when He came near the gate of the city, behold a dead man was being carried out, the only son of his mother; and she was a widow. And a large crowd from the city was with her. When the Lord saw her, He had compassion on her and said to her, “Do not weep.” Then He came and touched the open coffin, and those who carried him stood still. And He said, “Young man, I say to you, arise.” So he who was dead sat up and began to speak. And He presented him to his mother.








Raising a Girl from the Dead





Luke 8:49-50, 54-55  While He was still speaking, someone came from the ruler of the synagogue’s house, saying to him, “Your daughter is dead. Do not trouble the Teacher.” But when Jesus heard it, He answered him, saying, “Do not be afraid; only believe, and she will be made well.” … He put them all outside, took her by the hand and called, saying, “Little girl, arise.”  Then her spirit returned, and she arose immediately. And He commanded that she be given something to eat. 








Healing a Crippled Woman





Luke 13:10-13  Now He was teaching in one of the synagogues on the Sabbath. And behold, there was a woman who had a spirit of infirmity eighteen years, and was bent over and could in no way raise herself up. But when Jesus saw her, He called her to Him and said to her, “Woman, you are loosed from your infirmity.” And He laid His hands on her, and immediately she was made straight, and glorified God.








A Widow’s Offering





Luke 21:1-4  And He looked up and saw the rich putting their gifts into the treasury, and He saw also a certain poor widow putting in two coins. So He said, “Truly I say to you that this poor widow has put in more than all; for all these out of their abundance have put in offerings for God, but she out of her poverty put in all the livelihood that she had.” 








�
Caring for His Mother Before His Death





John 19:26-27  When Jesus therefore saw His mother, and the disciple whom He loved standing by, He said to His mother, “Woman, behold your son!” Then He said to the disciple, “Behold your mother!” And from that hour that disciple took her to his own home.








Justice for the Oppressed





Luke 18:1-7  Then He spoke a parable to them, that men always ought to pray and not lose heart, saying: “There was in a certain city a judge who did not fear God nor regard man. Now there was a widow in that city; and she came to him, saying, ‘Get justice for me from my adversary.’ And he would not for a while; but afterward he said within himself, ‘Though I do not fear God nor regard man, yet because this widow troubles me I will avenge her, lest by her continual coming she weary me.’” Then the Lord said, “Hear what the unjust judge said. And shall God not avenge His own elect who cry out day and night to Him, though He bears long with them? I tell you that He will avenge them speedily. Nevertheless, when the Son of Man comes, will He really find faith on the earth?”








My dear lady, do you know that God is able to give justice to those who are oppressed and cry out to Him? Christ’s parable is of a widow who had no one to speak for her, but she received justice. God truly hears your cries, and asks only that you will trust in Him.








�
Peace and Happiness for Women





Your peace and the peace of your family are the gifts of God. More than that, these were the purposes of God when He created Eve, “the mother of all living.” The picture God painted for a peaceful home and family has sadly been distorted, but here is the hope and good news: God is able to restore your peace, your happiness, as He meant for you when He created you. To learn the path He has given to know the way to such peace and happiness, we need to return to the story of Eve and see how God solved the problem of sin.





We saw in the story of Adam and Eve that the woman listened to the serpent and ate from the tree that God had forbidden. She gave to Adam and he also ate from it. God’s holiness required judgment for their sin. Eve’s punishment included the pain that she would suffer in childbirth. But the scene did not end there. They were put out of the garden—but God Himself brought for them clothes made of animal skins, because they were naked.





One may ask why God brought skins to cover their nakedness? Where did the skins come from? What was the lesson He intended to teach Adam and Eve? We know that skins come from animals, so an animal had to be killed for them to be covered. Do you remember, my dear lady, the story of Abraham? When God asked him to offer his son as a sacrifice to test Abraham’s faith, God brought to Abraham a ram that he should offer in the place of his son. Here we find that a sacrifice was made to cover Adam and Eve, just as a sacrifice was made to save Abraham’s son, and all those who would follow their steps in faith. The sacrifice is for atonement and salvation. God made it to be a substitute for the death of man, for the Bible says, “The wages of sin is death.” Romans 3:23








�
The Ultimate Sacrifice





Here we start to understand God’s provision: God wanted to teach us that a sacrifice was necessary as an atonement for sinful man. Instead of man dying for his rebellion and sin, God designated a sacrifice to be offered in his place.





The Bible teaches, however, that many sacrifices were not sufficient to atone for the great sins of man and his iniquity. God met the need by sending Christ to perform the act of atonement, to offer Himself in place of these sacrifices. This is how God purposed from the beginning that He would save man from his iniquity and sin. Christ became the Ultimate Sacrifice.





Jesus spoke of the peace that can come to man’s heart through knowing the true freedom that you, my dear lady, can obtain. 





John 8:32, 34, 46  “You shall know the truth and the truth shall make you free. …Whoever commits sin is a slave of sin. …Therefore if the Son makes you free, you shall be free indeed.” 





The only way to restore the peace and happiness that God meant for you is to be free from sin, which is the cause of all our strife—between us and God, between man and wife, between brother and sister. My dear lady, ask God to free you from the bondage of sin!  The sacrifice has been made, and is offered to us as God’s gift.  God is on your side, and is pleased to defend you. He wants to restore the peace that has been stolen from you.





I pray that God will open your heart to accept this precious gift—freedom from sin, accepting the Sacrifice of Christ, whom God sent to save you and every woman like you, and to save all the world.








Restoring the Bond of Marriage





My dear lady, let me share with you God’s truth that will come as a sharp arrow and cutting sword, straight and to the point. The Bible says, “Unless the Lord builds the house, they labor in vain who build it.” Psalm 127:1  It is not speaking of a literal building, but of our family and our own lives.  If you are trying to repair the walls of your family so that love, peace and harmony will dwell in your home, the only way is for God to take hold and strengthen the foundations Himself. God will not enter unless you invite Him in without conditions. Listen to His words:





Revelation 3:20  “Behold, I stand at the door and knock. If anyone hears My voice and opens the door, I will come in to him and dine with him, and he with Me.” 





God does not force Himself on us, but He makes a promise that cannot be changed. God’s promises are faithful and true, and do not change because of our circumstances. 





James 1:17  “Every good gift and every perfect gift is from above, and comes down from the Father of lights, with whom there is no variation or shadow of turning.” 





Therefore, I tell you, shake off the dust of the thoughts that destroyed you and your family. Take heed, for there is no time for procrastination, so awake!





James 4:14  …you do not know what will happen tomorrow. For what is your life? It is even a vapor that appears for a little time and then vanishes away.”





The choice is yours, for you alone to make. Do not give opportunity to that devourer, Satan, to control the path of your family here on earth, nor let him determine your fate in eternity.





�
You Are Not Alone





Do not listen to the thoughts that say you are weak, that you are not able. These are not true. You are not alone in this struggle for life, for the partner in your struggle is the Lord Jesus Christ. He is waiting to enter with you into this great war, for He knows it is greater than we can enter with our own strength. 





Satan is strong, and the devourer takes delight in the destruction of our families and to see us trapped in the pit of sin and despair. Help and strength are not far from you. They are closer to your heart than you imagine. 








He who dwells in the secret place of the Most High 


Shall abide under the shadow of the Almighty. 


I will say of the Lord, “He is my refuge and my fortress; 


My God, in Him I will trust.”


Surely He shall deliver you from the snare of the fowler


And from the perilous pestilence.


He shall cover you with His feathers,


And under His wings you shall take refuge;


His truth shall be your shield and buckler.


You shall not be afraid of the terror by night,


Nor of the arrow that flies by day,


Nor of the pestilence that walks in darkness,


Nor of the destruction that lays waste at noonday.


A thousand may fall at your side,


And ten thousand at your right hand;


But it shall not come near you.


Only with your eyes shall you look, 


And see the reward of the wicked.


Because you have made the Lord, who is my refuge,


Even the Most High, your dwelling place,


No evil shall befall you,


Nor shall any plague come near your dwelling;


For He shall give His angels charge over you,


To keep you in all your ways.


In their hands they shall bear you up,


Lest you dash your foot against a stone.


You shall tread upon the lion and the cobra, 


The young lion and the serpent you shall trample underfoot.


Because he has set his love upon Me, therefore I will 


deliver him;


I will set him on high, because he has known My name.


He shall call upon Me, and I will answer him; 


I will be with him in trouble;


I will deliver him and honor him.


With long life I will satisfy him, 


And show him My salvation.											Psalm 91








God’s Word is For You





My dear lady, get a copy of the Word of God, the Bible. Read and search through it. God’s Word will lead you and direct you into all these matters. It will open the door of hope before you, and will lead you to the knowledge of the truth. It will free you from the bondage of sin and the injustice of man. You will receive the peace and know the position that God created you for. You will know the love that is given from God, for the Bible says of Him, “God is love.” 1 John 4:8





This is the only way for the restoration of the beautiful portrait that God painted for the woman He created and loved. He intended that she would enjoy quietness and confidence in a house full of happiness and joy together with a believing husband who loves his wife, willing to sacrifice for her, with obedient children, pleasing to their parents. Take hold of these promises with hope, and step by step He will show you the path to take. 





Finally, my dear lady, I leave you with these sweet and gentle words from the Lord, hoping that they will be refreshing water to a thirsty soul that has been stricken with dryness. Listen to what the Lord says through the prophet Isaiah:





Isaiah 43:11  “I, even I, am the Lord, and besides Me there is no savior.”





Isaiah 43:18-19  “Do not remember the former things, nor consider the things of old. Behold, I will do a new thing. Now it shall spring forth; shall you not know it? I will even make a road in the wilderness and rivers in the desert.”





Isaiah 43:25  “I, even I, am He who blots out your transgressions for My own sake; and I will not remember your sins.”





Isaiah 44:3  “For I will pour water on him who is thirsty, and floods on the dry ground; I will pour My Spirit on your descendants, and My blessing on your offspring.”





I pray that God will be with you, strengthen and guide you, and do wonders through you among the members of your beloved family.














May He give you “beauty instead of ashes,


The oil of joy instead of mourning,


The garment of praise instead of the spirit 


of heaviness.”








May the peace of God that passes all 


understanding be with you.
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